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50 The territory that is now Algeria has been a crossroads for many conquering empires.  In 1830, before the 
French occupation, Algeria had been under the loose control of the Ottoman Turks.  Leading up to the 
French conquest, French merchant ships had continuously fallen victim to pirate attacks in the 
Mediterranean off the coast of Africa.  The French sought support from the Ottomans but instead were met 
with insults and hostility.50  In 1827, the French imposed a blockade on Algeria and in 1830 with the 
assistance of 34,000 French soldiers, Turkish occupied Algiers fell.50  In 1834, the French annexed the 
occupied territory, which was a result of the instability of the French July Monarchy, when the Bourbon 
French monarchy reclaimed governmental authority in France, post-revolution.50  In order to reestablish the 
strength of the monarchy and France, the monarchy solidified France’s colonial interests. The French 
securely established their government in Algeria by 1841. SEMP. 2007. "Colonizing and Decolonizing 
French Algeria, 1830-1962" in Suburban Emergency Management Project. Dec. 26, 2007. 
http://semp.us/publications/biot_printview.php?BiotID=487  (Accessed 03-Jun-2010); Horne, Alistair. 
2006. A Savage War of Peace: Algeria 1954-1962. New York: New York Review of Books.; Metz, Helen 
Chapan, ed. 1994. "Algeria: A Country of Study". Washington: GPO for the Library of Congress, 
http://countrystudies.us/algeria.htm (Accessed 03-Jun-2010); Price, Roger. 2005. A Concise History of 
France. 2nd Ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 193‐198. 51 Europeans would take the images they created in the Orient and recreate them in the salons and palaces 







































Religious Ideologies. Vol. 3, 173‐188.  78 Silverstein, 2004. 52‐53. 79 Boittin, 2010.  80 Another form of gendered marginalization used by the French was prostitution.  For centuries, women 
had participated in controlled prostitution under the Turks.  The French promoted sex-tourism throughout 
  36 
French women living in Algeria during colonialism treated Algerian women much their male Orientalist counterparts.  The ability of the French women to move within the private spaces of the Algerian home and female space brought them deeper into the private social interaction of the Algerian people.  The access to this particular space gave French women an increased and reinforced sense of superiority.  Although French women claimed that they wanted to ‘free’ Algerian women from the social constructs that limited their agency, they were unaware of the possible position of power that they possessed.  Their inability to understand the different cultural power structures in place caused the French woman to make the same mistakes in understanding the world outside of the West.81   Women in France participated in elections for the first time in October of 1945. 82   The French women’s movement to create a ‘new Algerian woman’ who exhibited the rights of a true, free, liberal, empowered woman.  This creation of a 'new Algerian woman' required education, Western socialization, and of course unveiling.  Algerian women were highly illiterate and only represented an extremely small portion of the educated elite.  These were the qualities that defined agency and power in France and therefore it only made sense to the French women that these values must be instilled in the minds of Algerian women as well.  In the late 1920s and early 1930s, French women rallied the Algerian women in hopes to grant                                                                                                                                                                      
its colonial enterprise in Algeria. Prostitution was also punishment for those who would not collaborate 
with the colons.  The French targeted desperate and poor women and families for the sex trade.  From 1830 
onward, the French implemented programs that controlled and regulated ‘safe’ prostitution, as it had done 
in the métropole.  Although the French blamed moral instability for the presence of prostitution in the 














démocratique du manifeste algérien (UDMA), and the Mouvement pour le triomphe                                                         92 During periods of revolution there are often times two approaches to the role of gender and the 
involvement of women in the conflict.  The first approach is the patriarchal model of revolution, which can 
be called the ‘women in the family’ approach. This model, which developed out of the Enlightenment and 
the French revolution, creates a positive linkage between patriarchal structure, the nation and religion.  The 
second, is the modernization model or the ‘women’s emancipation model’. The Algerian independence 























106 Bowen, John. 2010. Can Islam be French?: Pluralism and Pragmatism in a Secularist State. Princeton: 

































124 For example, the French relied on those fixed identities to manipulate the roles of women in Algeria, as 





























                                                        141 This crisis of identity of the nation is happening outside of France.  In November of 2010, German 








The word hijab comes from the Arabic for veil 
and is used to describe the headscarves worn by 
Muslim women. These scarves, regarded by many 
Muslims as a symbol of both religion and 
womanhood, come in a myriad of styles and 
colours. The type most commonly worn in the 
West is a square scarf that covers the head and 
neck but leaves the face clear. 
The Niqab and the Burka 
The niqab is a veil for the face that leaves the area 
around the eyes clear. However, it may be worn with a 
separate eye veil. It is worn with an accompanying 
headscarf. The burka is the most concealing of all 
Islamic veils. It covers the entire face and body, 
leaving just a mesh screen to see through. There have 
been attempts to ban both the niqab and burka in some 
European countries. 
The Khimar and the Chador 
The khimar is a long, cape-like veil that hangs down 
to just above the waist. It covers the hair, neck and 
shoulders completely, but leaves the face clear. The 
chador, worn by many Iranian women when outside 
the house, is a full-body cloak. It is often 
accompanied by a smaller headscarf underneath.   
The Al­Amira and the Shayla 
The al-amira is a two-piece veil. It consists of a 
close fitting cap, usually made from cotton or 
polyester, and an accompanying tube-like scarf. 
The shayla is a long, rectangular scarf popular in 
the Gulf region. It is wrapped around the head 





























































































































































































































































































Bayrou Circular   For many years, numerous incidents have occurred in academic institutions, sometimes spectacular manifestations of religious or community affiliation.   Principals of schools and the faculties have repeatedly shown their desire to receive clear instructions. It therefore seems necessary for me to provide you with the following specific rules.    In France the national goal and the republican goal have merged with a certain idea of citizenship. This French idea of the nation and of the Republic is, naturally, respectful of all beliefs, in particular religious and political beliefs and cultural traditions. But it excludes the splintering of the nation into separate communities that are indifferent to one another, considering only their own rules and their own laws, engaged in simple coexistence. The nation is not only a body of citizens possessing individual rights. It is a common destiny.   This ideal is formed first in schools. The school excels at being the place of education and integration where all children and all young people repeatedly come together, learning to live together and to respect one another. In the school, the presence of symbols and of behavior which demonstrate that they are neither able conform to the same obligations, nor take the same courses, nor follow the same programs would be a negation of this mission. At the door of the school all discrimination ends, be it by sex, by culture or by religion.    This secular and national ideal is the very substance of the Republican school and the foundation of its duty of civic education.   That is why it is not possible to accept in school the presence and the multiplication of symbols so ostentatious that their significance is precisely to separate certain children from the rules of common life of the school. These symbols are, in themselves, elements of proselytism, especially when they are accompanied with a calling into question of certain courses or disciplines, and they put at risk the security of the children or they introduce disruptions in the common life of the institution. 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